
BCCD will be handing out seedlings once again this year.  We will 

have pine trees, elderberry, maple, dogwoods, and other native va-

rieties.    

Also this spring in honor of National Stewardship Week, purple 

coneflower seeds will be given to elementary students of schools 

here in Boone County! The 2022 NACD Stewardship Week will be 

celebrated nationally April 21– May 1. 

Spring 2022 BCCD Seedling Giveaway 
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Events & Dates to Remember 
 

March 6-12, 2022:  National Ground-

water Awareness Week                       

www.ngwa.org/ 

 

March 31, 2022:    2022 Poultry 

Registration DEADLINE 

 

April 22, 2022  Earth Day 

 

Read our newsletter and look 

for the black/white bee! 

Once found, email us your 

answer at:                                           

lisa.widner@ar.nacdnet.net 

Or call the answer in to           

741-8600 x. 3. 

Give us your full name, 

phone number, and where 

the bee is located. 

The winner of the 

last birdhouse is     

Lil Cooper! 

You may enter the contest 

more than once. 
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  Invasive Cogongrass Confirmed in Arkansas  

The Arkansas Department of Agriculture is notifying the public that a new invasive grass spe-

cies, Cogongrass, has been confirmed in Arkansas for the first time.  For several years bota-

nists and land managers have been on the lookout for Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) in 

southern Arkansas. This aggressive species, native to Southeast Asia, has spread rapidly 

across the Deep South over the past few decades. Cogongrass is considered one of the worst 

invasive species in the world, causing both economic and ecological damages that impact 

forestry, agriculture, rangeland, and natural ecosystems.  

Charles Bryson, retired U.S. Department of Agriculture Botanist, detected a patch of 

Cogongrass in Helena-West Helena alongside state Highway 49. The Arkansas Natural Herit-

age Commission, the Arkansas Department of Agriculture’s (Department) Plant Industries 

Division and Forestry Division, and the Arkansas Department of Transportation were in-

formed of the finding and met onsite on June 16 to spray the invasive plant population with 

herbicide. Botanists with the Arkansas Department of Transportation conducted surveys 

along Highway 49 and other roads in the area and detected no additional Cogongrass popula-

tions. The agencies are planning to conduct annual surveys along this and other routes com-

ing into southeastern Arkansas from Mississippi. They will also monitor the site and conduct 

additional herbicide applications as needed over the next few years. 

Cogongrass has bright green leaves with serrated margins and a distinctive white vein that is 

slightly off-center from the middle of the leaf.    It has no true, above-ground stem and the 

leaves emerge directly from stout, creeping rhizomes (underground stems). Cogongrass 

spreads rapidly from these rhizomes to form distinctive and very dense circular patches which 

expand in size every year and can displace all other species on the ground. It is also one of 

the few warm season grasses that bloom immediately after coming out of winter 

dormancy.  

A fact sheet with more information and photos is available at 

http://southernforesthealth.net/plants/cogongrass/cogongrass-biology-and-management-in-

the-southeastern-u.s.   

Any sightings of Cogongrass in Arkansas should be reported to Paul Shell, the Department’s 

Plant Inspection and Quarantine Program Manager, at paul.shell@agriculture.arkansas.gov 

or 501-225-1598.  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001i2Y9I7vSZ7DijecX9-lEsADk1AQS9DQt2FfR2pJ2qyqf-nj0HvyMCad5ZBNXM3aAtZjnKJi_joBPzb6Y6tLHs6kxChMkGNeRJb9qSAicXzvcPqXqeR9z5Dnbd1H5wys9F-vC7VJpSpfdgdkrTaZaL_dCQr6nFBC939L
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001i2Y9I7vSZ7DijecX9-lEsADk1AQS9DQt2FfR2pJ2qyqf-nj0HvyMCad5ZBNXM3aAtZjnKJi_joBPzb6Y6tLHs6kxChMkGNeRJb9qSAicXzvcPqXqeR9z5Dnbd1H5wys9F-vC7VJpSpfdgdkrTaZaL_dCQr6nFBC939L
mailto:paul.shell@agriculture.arkansas.gov


The Arkansas Department of Agriculture is urging poultry owners to increase biosecurity 

measures on their operations in response to several reports of the highly pathogenic avian 

influenza (HPAI) in other states. 

HPAI is caused by an influenza type A virus which can infect poultry and wild birds.  HPAI 

virus strains are extremely infectious; often fatal to chickens; and can spread rapidly from 

flock to flock.  Symptoms can include sudden increase in bird deaths with no clinical signs; 

lack of energy and appetite; decrease in egg production; soft or thin shelled or misshapen 

eggs, and more. 

Although there have been no reports of HPAI in Arkansas this year, there have been report-

ed cases in: 

• Commercial turkey flock in Indiana 

• Commercial broiler chicken flock in Kentucky 

• A backyard flock of mixed species birds in Virginia. 

Because of these nearby infections, Arkansas is at risk of infection, and biosecurity should be 

a priority for poultry owners.  Biosecurity measures can include keeping visitors to a mini-

mum, changing clothes before entering poultry areas, cleaning tools or equipment before 

moving them to a new poultry facility, and more. 

USDA provides resources on biosecurity for poultry operations through their Defend the 

Flock campaign, which can be found at https://bit.ly/USDA-DTF 

Poultry owners should also monitor their flocks and report any possible symptoms to the Ar-

kansas Department of Agriculture at 501-823-1746.  More information on HPAI symptoms 

can be found at https://bit.ly/367volB 

Confirmed HPAI cases in the U.S. for 2022 can be found at https://bit.ly/HPAI2022 

Poultry Owners to Increase Biosecurity Monitoring 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Poison Hemlock 

Spring time is upon us, and we en-

courage you to be on the lookout for 

poison hemlock in your fields! 

Hemlock can grow 5 to 10 feet tall.  

All parts of the plant are poisonous. 

Simply handling the plant can cause 

a reaction in humans.  

 Poison hemlock may be controlled 

by treating plants with herbicide.  

Contact the Cooperative Extension 

agent for more information at     

(870) 741-6168. 



      
This Project is a voluntary effort for landowners that provides financial assis-

tance to install practices that conserve and improve soil and water resources 

while providing economic advantages. 

Crooked Creek Watershed Project  

Practices for Cost Share 

Fence 

Watering Facility 

Pipeline 

Spring Development 

Heavy Use Area Protection 

Nutrition / Grazing Mgt. 

Roof Runoff Structure 

Access Control 

Prescribed Grazing 

Filter Strip 

Funding for this project is made possible through the 
Clean Water Act, Section 319. 

We do still have a very small amount of money to do practices for the Crooked 

Creek Watershed.  Please call us today if you have a need! 

Applicants must own or control land within the specified project area and agree to implement 

specific eligible conservation practices as part of a conservation plan which will protect water 

quality. 

Work may not begin till the application has been approved. All operations who qual-

ify for cost share must have a Nutrient Management Plan written by a certified planner of 

the State of Arkansas on file with the Boone County Conservation District or will be in the 

process of completing one.  BMPs for cost-share will be installed voluntarily and must be 

listed in the conservation plan. 

Final inspections and a request for payment will be made to ANRC after the BMPs 

have been certified by the district technician or district conservationist. Re-

ceipts must be kept and turned in. 

……………………...Ending in Summer 2022 



 

No Till Drills:   

$100.00 deposit-$10.00/ac 

($100.00 a day minimum) 

 

 Smooth Roller:  

$50.00 deposit-$25.00/day 

 

 Aerator:  $50.00 depos-

it-$35.00/day 

 

Litter/Lime Spread-

er:  $150.00 deposit-

$100.00/day ($50.00 clean-

up) 

 

Gas-Powered Rhino 

Post/T-Post Driver:   

$50.00deposit-$50.00 per 

day/ $75.00 a weekend 

   

Equipment For Rent 

Products For Sale 

 

2020 Boone County Plat Books:  $40.00 

 

Filter Fabric:  $4.00/ linear foot  (Can be used in heavy 

use areas around water facilities to prevent erosion.  Areas 

can then be covered with rock or gravel.  Great as weed bar-

riers in flower beds also!) 

 

Topo Maps of Boone County:  $10.00 each (sold by quads) 

 

Newsletter Ad Space For Sale:  $50.00 a year                                        

     (mailed out 4Xs a year) 

                            One time-one page inserts—$100.00 

 

Protex Pro/Gro Seedling Protectors:   18” tubes, $1.25 each 

                                                      36” tubes,  $2.25 each 

 

Help Us!!! 

If you no longer wish to  receive the BCCD newsletter, 

please call our office!  We will remove your name from 

our mailing list.  Or email:  Lisa.widner@ar.nacdnet.net 

Contact the District Office 

at  (870) 741-8600 x. 3 if your 

are interested in renting 

our equipment. 
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Black Vulture Depredation Permit 

Arkansas Farm Bureau has received 

authority to provide permits to Ar-

kansans to take up to 3 vultures per 

permit. It is free and fairly simple 

process. The permit is free and good 

for one year.  

Visit arfb.com for more information 

Rabbit Fun Facts 

• An average rabbit can run between 25 to 45 mph. 

• Rabbits have amazing hearing, they can hear up to 

a mile away.  

• Their meat is white meat which is lower in fat, cho-

lesterol and calories than chicken, pork and beef.  

http://www.bunnyslippers.com/blog/bunny-facts-how-fast-can-a-rabbit-run/
http://www.rabbitwise.org/behavior.html
http://www.rabbitwise.org/behavior.html
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/white_meat


Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Permit No. 150  

Boone County 

Conservation District 
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(870) 741-8600 ext. 3 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers.  If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, partici-

pating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimi-

nation complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights.  USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-

tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic 

information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) If you have any 

questions, please contact the Pro- gram Compliance Team, Civil Rights Division, at (301) 504-2181. 

 

 

SAVE A TREE 
Do you have an email address?  Would you like to receive the Boone County Conservation Dis-

trict Newsletter electronically?  Please help us by signing up to receive our newsletter via 
email to help cut costs for printing, postage, and most of all conserving our natural re-

sources—TREES. 

Call (870) 741-8600 x. 3 

Or email me at lisa.widner@ar.nacdnet.net. 

**We will not share, sell or give your email address to any others 

*****BULLS FOR SALE***** 

GENE McBRIDE 

    Registered Polled Charolais Cattle         

 Registered Black & Red Angus Cattle 

Phone:  (870) 895-6666                    Cell:  (870) 421-3336 

 

gmcbrideapprsvc@centurylink.net           Pedigrees available upon request 

KAVAN MAYBEE INSURANCE AGENCY 

AUTO, HOME, LIFE COMMERCIAL, POULTRY HOUSE INS 

        KAVAN MAYBEE, CPIA 

INSURANCE AGENT 

License # 16749 

OFFICE 870-741-1823 

FAX 870-741-6016 

CELL 870-715-2293 

107 Younes Dr 

Harrison, AR 72601 

kavanmaybeeinsurance@hotmail.com 

    

Boone County Farm Bureau 

        110 Industrial Park Rd. 

          Harrison, AR   72601 

              (870) 741-3488 


